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Dr Timothy Trussell, Assistant 
Professor of Anthropology  at 
Millersville University, presented 
at our annual Christmas 
luncheon on December 17, 
2017.  His presentation was titled 

“The Search for a Lancaster 
County Pioneer:  The Hans Graff 
site, ca. 1714” 

This presentation detailed the 
excavations of the Millersville 
University Archaeology Program 
at the only original pioneer 
settler’s cabin ever found or 
excavated in Lancaster 
County.  The Hans Graff site in 
West Lampeter was homesteaded 
by Hans Graff, who lived there for 
five years before turning the 
property over to his daughter and 
son-in-law in 1719, when he left to 
pioneer Groffdale near New 
Holland, PA.  The presentation 
described the excavations and 
finds, and the significance of the 
site.  In addition, the historical 

context of this site was discussed 
in light of the extraordinary impact 
these early settlers had on the 
culture and lifeways of a large 
swath of the interior of the United 
States, via later out-migrations of 

their progeny from Lancaster 
County.  To date, this is the oldest 
historic site ever found or 
excavated in Lancaster County, 
and the insights it provides on 
early pioneer settlement represent 
a significant step forward in our 
understanding of this era. 

 

 

 

One bead helps make a connection 
Dr. Trussell explains that a single small blue Venetian 
bead found at the Graff excavation made a connection 
to a record that pioneer Graff traded to a native village 
where the same beads have been excavated. 

 

Christmas Luncheon – Dec 2017 
25 Members and visitors attended the Christmas 
Luncheon and presentation by Dr Trussell. 

 

 

Lower Susquehanna Archaeological Society Contacts 

Website: www.spa28.org                                   FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/Artifact28                 
Email: info@spa28.org  

President – Paul Nevin 

Vice President – Debbie Saylor 410.692.9305 

The Search for a Lancaster 
County Pioneer:  The Hans 
Graff site, ca. 1714” 

 
by [Article Author] 
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Sunday, March 18, 2018, 4:00 PM – Dr Benjamin Luley 

A native of Central Pennsylvania, Professor Luley received his B.A. in history 
and anthropology from Penn State University, and his M.A. and Ph.D. in 
anthropology from the University of Chicago.  His research focuses on the 
archaeology of Iron Age and Roman Europe and the Mediterranean, and in 
particularly on how the expansion of the Roman Empire effect the Celtic 
peoples of France.  Professor Luley excavates at the archaeological site of 
Lattara (modern Lattes), in Languedoc, France, where along with French 
colleagues he unearthed remains of a first-century B.C. tavern.  In addition, 
he has led Gettysburg College students excavating at the Revolutionary War 
site of Camp Security near York, Pennsylvania.  He has published research 
articles in journals such as Antiquity, the American Journal of Archaeology, 
and the Journal of Anthropological Archaeology. 

Calendar – Next Meeting! 
Meeting Location: Columbia Historic Preservation Society,  21 N 2nd St, Columbia, PA 17512 

 
by [Article Author] 

Dr Ben Luley will present on the 
findings from the Chapter dig in 2016 
of the York Quaker Meeting House 
(privy) 
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Let’s talk Trash 
By Debbie Saylor 

Ever wonder why archaeologists 
like to sort through old trash?  It 
reveals how people lived. In 
historic times, there was no trash 
pickup, so people would throw 
their garbage down the privy.  
You could learn a lot about a 
person or group by analyzing 
their trash.   The type of foods 
they indigested, discarded 
bottles, utensils, glassware & 
dishes utilized could reveal their 
level of wealth, the size of the 
household or even health status.  
To an archaeologist the best trash 
site to excavate is a contained 
privy. (outhouse)  

The word “privy” comes from the 
Latin “privatus,” meaning, 
private, or in secret.  Even today 
the best place to have some 
privacy is in the bathroom. Now a 
stone lined or brick lined privy 
(outhouse) is the crème de la 
crème; here you have a contained 
layered area to methodically 
excavate.  Most historic privies 
contain broken dishes, storage 
containers, bottles, bone 
fragments, smoking pipes, metal 
utensils and discarded clothing.    

In the fall of 2016, Chapter 28, 
SPA had the opportunity to 
excavate the privy of York Friends 
Meeting House in downtown 
York, PA built in 1766. 

  As our volunteers dug and sifted 
through the content of the privy, 
we were not disappointed.  It was 
an assembly line that took on a 
detective-like fervor.  Paul Nevin 

excavated the layered soil down 
to about 20 feet.   Artifacts were 
loaded into a bucket to be hauled 
up a rope to eagerly awaiting 
assistants who washed off the 
artifacts or sifted the dirt which 
contained smaller items.  Next 
stage was to record the level 
(depth of the unit) where each 
artifact was layered and bagged. 
Last stage was to sort, further 
clean, assign a catalogue number 
and process the items for final 
analysis.  An artifact yields so 
much information when the 
location of the site, unit, level and 
final analysis is recorded. 

All artifacts were transferred to 
Professor Ben Luley of 
Gettysburg College for his 
students to reconstruct.  
Professor Luley promises to 
share the final report and return 
the restored items to our chapter 
in order to create a display at 
Friends Meeting House in York 
this summer.   

Top-Bottom:  green glass bottle, 
lusterware pitcher, redware jug, 
creamware tankard, assorted liquid vials. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Figure 1Seeee 

 

Note:  lab analysis of the liquid in one of the 
vials was identified as calcium gluconate. 
Later on the excavation team determined 
that a stable and livestock area was close to 
the privy site.  Historically, liquid calcium 
gluconate was given to horses, sheep, pigs 
and cattle for “milk fever” to combat low 
blood serum calcium levels.  The other vials 
were contaminated due to the deterioration 
of the cork stopper and allowing seepage.  
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