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Submitted by Ed Althouse,  

SPA Board Director 

 

Dr Benjamin Luley, professor 

with the Classics and 

Anthropology departments of 

Gettysburg College, spoke on the 

reconstruction and history of 

artifacts retrieved by SPA28 in 

2016 from the privy of the Quaker 

Meeting House at 135 W 

Philadelphia St, York, PA 17401.   

 

Dr. Luley had his students work 

on a multi-faceted, hands-on 

activity that included matching 

and reassembling the broken 

pottery shards and then identifying 

their origin, maker and use. 

 

The students had reassembled 

several items including two 

undecorated creamware chamber 

pots (missing handles) and an 

undecorated creamware tankard 

(missing handle).  These items 

were compared to similar items 

taken from Philadelphia Quaker 

privies.  It was found that 

undecorated creamware was 

common among the Quakers. 

 

Two other items that were 

reassembled were a 

redware/earthenware jug (also 

missing its handle) and a hand-

blown green glass bottle.  All 

these items were in common use 

in the late 18th and early 19th 

centuries. 

 

There were two additional very 

incomplete items that were 

tentatively identified but Dr. Luley 

said the students would continue 

working with the 132 other 

cataloged items and he would 

complete and publish a report, 

hopefully by June 2018. 

 

 

 

Creamware Chamber Pot 

 

Earthenware Jug 

 

Lower Susquehanna Archaeological Society Contacts 

Website: www.spa28.org                                   FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/Artifact28                 
Email: info@spa28.org  

President – Paul Nevin 

Vice President – Debbie Saylor 410.692.9305 

Report of Dr. Ben Luley's presentation to 
SPA28 on March 18, 2018 

 
by [Article Author] 

http://www.spa28.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Artifact28
mailto:info@spa28.org
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Sunday, May 13, 2018, 4:00 PM – Kenneth Burkett 

Petroglyphs of the Middle Allegheny Valley 

Kenneth Burkett, Executive Director at the Jefferson County History Center 
and Field Associate with the Carnegie Museum. 

For many generations spanning hundreds if not thousands of years, 
prehistoric people visited special locations in Western Pennsylvania to 
inscribe figures representing humans, fish, birds, animals and their tracks as 
well as mythological figures and other abstract forms into the rocks. These 
messages must have been important, perhaps marking boundaries or simply 
telling of the legends, beliefs and significant events of the people that lived 
and traveled the upper Allegheny River region long before and probably 
during the changes brought about by the European invasion of the of the 
upper Ohio. 

Today, only a very few of these special places still exist where evidence of the 
Native Americans can be found as part of the undisturbed natural landscape. 
This program will review the known sites in Northwestern Pennsylvania and 
present thoughts of how, why and when they were created. 

Calendar – Next Meeting! 
Meeting Location: Columbia Historic Preservation Society,  21 N 2nd St, Columbia, PA 17512 

 
by [Article Author] 

Kenneth Burkett, Executive Director 
at the Jefferson County History Center 
and Field Associate with the Carnegie 
Museum 
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Experimental Prehistoric Ceramics    

Submitted by Larry Saylor 

SPA Board Director 

Ceramic analysis is an important tool in the identification of 
culture groups, the documentation of trade relations and 
patterns of culture change.   

Many of us come into contact with prehistoric pottery in the 
form of small pottery shards, while surface collecting or if 
fortunate enough to assist on an archaeological excavation.    
Very few complete vessels survive and hopefully you have 
enough pieces to try to assembly the original shape of the pot.  
It is like putting a jigsaw puzzle together, but harder since you must allow for the 
curvature of the pot and missing pieces.    Rim shards are a good indicator to 
ascertain the circumference of the vessel.  Some vessels are very large like the 
Owasco pot, I recently reproduced.   

I like to consider myself an experimental prehistoric artist, where I can replicate not 
only the color and shape of the pottery, but also the method and firing technique.  It 
is truly amazing how primitive cultures produced such stylized designs and various 
shapes dependent on the user’s intent.   

There are many factors in reproducing a vessel: 

1.  Source of clay body.  Material gathered along exposed river or stream 
embankments with uniform composition. 

2. Temper (crushed material added to the clay to give strength).  Locally, the 
Susquehannock Indians used roasted crushed shell.  Shenks Ferry 
Indians utilized “grit”; crushed stone, such as mica. 

3.  Design of pot.  Susquhannocks made 
very decorative high collars on their 
vessels, with incised lines into geometric 
shapes and cord paddled marks on the 
body. 



LOWER SUSQUEHANNA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY CHAPTER 28 
OF THE SOCIETY FOR PENNSYLVANIA ARCHAEOLOGY |  

4 

 

 

4.  Coil or Slab:   Coil is very time consuming using 
small ropelike clay to coil around and pinch together.  
Slab sheets are pounded/rolled out either onto a large 
stone or by hand for even thickness.  

5.   Firing Technique:   a low fire pit causing an 
oxidation/reduction reaction.  Any sudden change in 
temperature and the pot will crack. 

6.  Intent:   the potter decides how much time to spend on 
either decoration or the size of the pot depending on the final 
usage.  If for storage, large vessels are made and usually stored 
in the ground with little decoration involved.  If for ceremonial 
or burial use, the potter usually spends more time on artistic 
expression of tribal identify to accompany the deceased.   

Example:  spirit face effigy of Washington Boro, Lancaster, PA 
Susquehannock Indians 

If you would like to view some of my work, please visit Indian 
Steps Museum where many examples of Susquehanna & Shenks Ferry vessels are 
on display. (www. indiansteps.org) 

 

The annual meeting of the Society for 
Pennsylvania Archaeology met April 6-8 in 
DuBois, PA.  At the meeting, Paul Nevin, 
President of our chapter, received the new SPA28 
charter whereby our new name is now official.  
The new name is listed on the charter as “Lower 
Susquehanna Arch Society.”  More reports from 
the Annual Meeting are forthcoming! 

http://www.indiansteps.org/

